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SUB J : PRC'S 1974 NEW YEAR EDITORIAL: POLITICAL ASPECTS 

SUMMARY. PEKING'S NEW YEAR EDITORIAL CENTERS PRIMARILY UPON 
DOMESTIC POLITICAL CONCERNS AND GIVES LITTLE ATTENTION TO FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS AND ECONOMIC MATTERS. END SUMMARY. 

1. PEKING'S NEW YEAR EDITORIAL MESSAGE FOR 1974 FOCUSES LIKE 

LAST YEAR'S PREDOMINANTLY ON THE NATION’S DOMESTIC PREOCCUPATIONS. 
IT IS A BRIEF PRONOUNCEMENT AND GENERALLY RESTRICTED TO A SELECTIVE 
CATALOGING OF FAMILIAR DEVELOPMENTS AND LINES OF THINKING, WITHOUT 
GREATLY EXPANDING ON THEM OR INTRODUCING MUCH THAT IS NEW. THERE 
ARE SOME POSSIBLE INSIGHTS TO BE HAD FROM THE EMPHASIS THAT IS 
GIVEN PARTICULAR THEMES. BUT THESE ARE SUBTLE AND UNDRAMATIC. 

2. LAST YEAR'S MAJOR POLITICAL EVENT, THE TENTH PARTY CONGRESS, 
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IS MODESTLY ACCLAIMED AND THAT EVENT CONTINUES TO SHOW LITTLE 
SIGN OF STIRRINGGREAT EXHILARATION. THE CRITICISM OF LIN PIAO 
IS AGAIN SET FORTH AS THE PRIORITY POLITICAL TASK, INDICATING THAT 
THE AFTERMATH OF THAT STRUGGLE REMAINS TROUBLESOME. THE EDITORIAL 
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REITERATES THE LINE, WHICH EMERGED LAST YEAR, THAT LIN IS TO BE 
VIEWED AS AN ULTRARIGHTIST AND REVISIONIST AND, IN CALLING FOR 
"A CORRECT ATTITUDE TOWARD THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION," IT UNDERSCORES 
THE PROBLEM WHICH THE REGIME STILL FACES IN DIFFERENTIATING BETWEEN 
LIN'S CRIMES AND THE EXCESSES OF THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION. 

3. THIS UNSATISFIED NEED TO SORT OUT THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION IS 
STRONGLY FEATURED IN THE EDITORIAL, AND THERE ARE REPEATED 
REFERENCES TO SUPPORTING, CONSOLIDATING, AND EXPANDING THE "NEW 
THINGS" WHICH THAT MOVEMENT PRODUCED. ATTACKS ON THE CULTURAL 
REVOLUTION, BY "A HANDFUL OF CLASS ENEMIES," ARE FRANKLY ACKNOWLEDGED, 

AND THE CITING OF A MAO DICTUM ON THE INEVITABILITY AND NECESSITY 
FOR STRUGGLE BETWEEN DIFFERENT VIEWS APPEARS TO ALLUDE TO THE 
DEBATES AND CONTENTIONS WHICH MARK THE CURRENT POLITICAL SCENE. 

THERE IS A CALL FOR RE-STUDY OF "THE IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS" 

GIVEN BY MAO DURING THE CULTURAL REVOLUTION; THE PARTY CONGRESS 
CALL FOR "GOING AGAINST THE TIDE" TO RESIST "ERRONEOUS TRENDS OF 
THOUGHT" IS REITERATED AND ENCOURAGEMENT OF MASS CRITICISM IS 
AGAIN URGED. THE EDITORIAL DECLARES THAT A "NEW ATTACK" HAS BEEN 
MOUNTED ON BOURGEOIS IDEOLOGY, AND THE CAMPAIGN TO CRITICIZE 
CONFUCIUS IS AUTHORITATIVELY SANCTIONED. THESE EXHORTATIONS TO 
MORE VIGOROUS POLITICAL STRUGGLE, HOWEVER, ARE BALANCED WITH AN 
ADMONITION TO OBSERVE PARTY DISCIPLINE AND TO OBEY THE NEW PARTY 
CON STITUTIION . 

4. THE SHARPEST FEATURE OF THE EDITORIAL IS A WARNING IT 
DIRECTS AT THE INTELLECTUALS AND WHICH IT LINKS TO THE ANTI- 
CONFUCIUS DRIVE. QUOTING A MAO DICTUM, THE EDITORIAL EXPRESSES 
"HOPE THAT THEY (THE INTELLECTUALS) WILL NOT STOP HALFWAY, OR, 

WHAT IS WORSE, SLIP BACK, FOR THERE WILL BE NO FUTURE FOR THEM IN 
GOING BACKWARDS." ALLUDING TO CRITICISM BY STUDENTS WHICH AROSE 
LAST YEAR AND CONTINUES, THE EDITORIAL NOTES APPROVINGLY BUT 
TERSELY THAT "THE SCENE IN EDUCATION WAS ONE OF REVOLUTIONARY 
VIGOR." MODEL REVOLUTIONARY THEATRE, THE DOMAIN OF CHIANG CHING, 

IS ALSO SINGLED OUT FOR PRAISE, BUT SHE LIKE THE OTHER REGIME 
FIGURES BELOW MAO IS NOT MENTIONED BY NAME. (PREMIER CHOU IS 
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NOT MENTIONED ALTHOUGH THE MEDIA HAS BEEN FULL OF HIS NAME IN 
DISCUSSING THE POLITICAL REPORT HE DELIVERED TO THE PARTY 
CONGRESS.) 

5. THE MILITARY COMES IN FOR ONLY SLIGHTLY MORE ATTENTION THAN 
IT DID LAST YEAR, AND THE EDITORIAL AGAIN EMPHASIZES THE NEED 
FOR "VIGOROUS TRAINING," A TASK DIRECTED AT DRAWING THE MILITARY 
AWAY FROM POLITICS. INTERESTINGLY, THE MILITARY IS NOT CREDITED 
WITH ANY ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE PAST YEAR, EVEN IN TRAINING. 

INSTEAD, IT IS TOLD TO CONTINUE TO STUDY AND TO "STRENGTHEN 

ITSELF POLITICALLY, IDEOLOGICALLY, ORGANIZATIONALLY AND MILITARILY," 

AN ORDERING OF PRIORITIES WHICH SUGGESTS THAT THE MILITARY IS 
STILL FOUND WANTING IN ITS POLITICAL ATTITUDES AND ITS RESPONSIVE- 
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NESS TO CENTRAL AND CIVILIAN DIRECTION. THE CONTROVERSIAL BUILD- 
UP OF THE URBAN MILITIA IS GIVEN PASSING MENTION, WITH A REFERENCE 
TO STRIKING AT ENEMIES "ENGAGED IN SABOTAGE." 

6. NO SPECIFIC NEW POLITICAL TASK FOR 1974 IS SET OUT CLEARLY 

IN THE EDITORIAL. CURIOUSLY, IT OMITS TO MENTION THE REBUILDING 
OF THE MASS ORGANIZATIONS WHICH WAS LAUNCHED AND CARRIED FORWARD 
AS A SPECIFIC TASK IN 1973. THE EDITORIAL IS ALSO SILENT ON THE 
YOUTH-TO-THE-COUNTRYSIDE PROGRAM, WHICH PROVED TO BE ONE OF THE 
MOST ACTIVE AND TROUBLESOME FEATURES OF THE 1973 SCENE. PERHAPS 
THESE ARE NETTLESOME ISSUES AND BETTER SKIRTED. AS HAS BEEN THE 
CASE WITH TOP PRONOUNCEMENTS FOR SOME TIME, ECONOMIC AFFAIRS ARE 
AGAIN GIVEN SHORT SHRIFT, AND IT APPEARS THAT POLICY GUIDELINES 
IN THIS IMPORTANT SECTOR HAVE NOT BEEN SATISFACTORILY RESOLVED. 

THE CONVENING OF THE NATIONAL PEOPLE'S CONGRESS (PROMISED "SOON" 

BY CHOU IN AUGUST) IS OBLIQUELY MENTIONED. BURIED IN THE MIDDLE 
OF THE TEXT IN A PARAGRAPH CALLING FOR EFFORTS TO FULFILL THE 
FOURTH FIVE-YEAR PLAN, THE EDITORIAL STATES SUCH ACIEVEMENTS 
SHOULD "GREET THE FOURTH NATIONAL PEOPLE'S CONGRESS," BUT 
THERE IS NO INDICATION OF TIMING. 

7. ON THE EXTERNAL SIDE, THE EDITORIAL BRIEFLY REVIEWS THE MAIN 
THEMES OF THE PAST YEAR: AN "EXCELLENT SITUATION" AGAIN MARKED 
BY CONTINUED "GREAT DISORDER;" THE "MYTHOF DETENTE" EXPLODED 

AND SUPERPOWER CONTENTION SHARPENED; AND THE EVOLUTION OF EUROPE 
AS THE "STRATEGIC FOCUS” WITH THE FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF THIRD 
WORLD UNITY. REFLECTING THE NOW STANDARD DIFFERENTIATED APPROACH 
TO THE SUPER POWERS, THE US IS DESCRIBED AS "BESET WITH 
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DIFFICULTIES AT HOME AND ABROAD" WHILE THE SOVIET UNION IS SAID 
TO HARBOR "WILD AMBITIONS" BUT TO LACK STRENGTH. REFERENCES TO 
INDOCHINA AND KOREA ARE ROUTINE AND INJUNCTIONS TO BE "PREPARED 
AGAINST WAR" AND "ENEMY INTRUDERS" ARE NOT KEYED TO STIR ALARM. 

IN THE SPIRIT OF CHOU'S REMARK ON THE SUBJECT TO THE PARTY 
CONGRESS, THE "LIBERATION OF TAIWAN" IS PROCLAIMED THE DUTY 
OF "THE PEOPLE OF THE WHOLE COUNTRY INCLUDNG THE PEOPLE OF 
TAIWAN." FINALLY, IDEOLOGY IS FURTHER PURGED FROM THE DISCUSSION 
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AS THE CURRENT EDITORIAL OMITS LAST YEAR'S 
PLEDGES OF RESOLUTE SUPPORT FOR "REVOLUTIONARY STRUGGLES OF THE 
PEOPLE OF VARIOUS COUNTRIES." 

OSBORN 
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